






ROM the tinje Stewart Cameron’s cartoons first 
began to appear regularly in the Calgary Herald, 
requests for extra copies and suggestions of 
publication in book form have been.increasingly 
frequent. It is in response to those requests and sug¬ 
gestions that this book has been assembled. ^ 

It was originally intended to include the entire series 
of cartoons up to date. but that underta;king proved un¬ 
wieldy and it was. decided that instead of eliminating 
some of the cartoons and thus breakihg their continuity 
they should be published in instalments/ of whick/the 
present volume is the first. , , 

The Cameron cartoons, contributing a touch of 
merriment to an otherwise drab episode, haye enjoyed 
exceedingly widespread popularity. There/have even 
-been instances where they were imported ipto'CiOvern/ 
,ment caucus at Edmonton and there passed from hand 
tb hand (with varying degrees of relish) while the/solemn 
discussion of “social credit” went forward. ^ It' is the 
publishers’ hope that this collection' will meet/ with as 
amiable and as general a welcome as the jlndividual 
picmres it comprises. / 

f ■ ■ 






S TKVVAkT CAMERON. lierald staff artist, whose cartoons form this 
liook. is\a native of Calgary, born here 26 years ago when William Aher- i 
hart, R.A., Was a young pedagogue with the ink still, freshmpon his extra- | 
mural “sheemskiri.” > 

Though \ie was at-mo time under Mr. Aberhart’s tutelage, Cameron 
received his public and high school education in this city, completing his 
academic education with two years of Arts at Mount Royal Junior College. 

Drawing and sketching caught his interest even before school age and 
cartooning became his major interest. He began to draw assiduously at seven 
or eight years of age and in his early ’teens was an accomplished, if amateur, 

■ draftsman. • He did occasional sketches and illustrations for high school year 
'books and .later for the “Gateway,” student publication of the University of 
1 Alberta. . ; 

' Another hobby, packing horses-in the mountains, brought him to public 
attention when he submitted a series of humorous sketches of his experiences 
to the Canadian Geographical Journal. ' ~ . j 

Seeking more practical experience, he went to Hollywood in January, 
lf<36, and where he worked for aAfme_atJl^g Walt Disney studios. 

■ He joined the HcraW s.talf infune, 1936, as staff cartoonist and his work 
has been accorded incfe^n^opularity since that time. Recalling his work 
under Walt Djsney,3Ca’m(?for}yfriends have sometimes accused him.of depict¬ 
ing the soul of Mrckey Moifse'beh^l the features of William Abefhart, but 
the young artist firmly denies?t|ie charge. 

'' Always given to plaux.spea^^fi Caraerc^'^rnies "into h'i^\vorirarnotab!e ' 
directness and econonl}' of detail: His styld:is;'unique and his clarity un- 
mistakeable.’ New spapefs and periodicals in’other parts'of Canada and in 
' the’Unifed States have frequently reproduced his-cartoons. 

Though there are" many telling strokes in his sketches, his work has been 
without bitterness. The humorous aspects of. the provincial situation have 
always been foremost in his mind. While tlje subjects of liis fun have some¬ 
times voiced their wrath and even called it “diabolical” he has refrained from 
retorting in kind, but gone cheerfully on’with his task, producing what in its 
present perspective seems les« a colleclion of cartoons than a full-lenglli 
portrait of Alberta’s “Socialii Credit” administration. 












O N August 21, 1935, the day before the Alberta provincial electic 
Cameron’s first cartoon appeared in tlie Calgary Herald. It Wc 
minute warbling to the people of Alberta to be\vai;e of the policies. 
“Social CrWit” party headed by William Aberhart, B.A. At that ti 
Aberhart'Avas principal of the Crescent Heights High School in ( 
(August |21, 1935.) 




M r. ABERHART’S pre-clection promises of $25 per month, a just price 
intere.st free loans, etc., were still far from 'fuirilijiait in June 193h 
He came to Calgary on June IS to try and “sell” the gQvernmcnt’s scrip plai 
to the'people; " He was bombarded with questions ^at a meeting held ii 
Western Canada High School and, became somewhaCannoyed. The cartoon 
ist depicts him in the role of the magician who objected to revealing his baj 
of tricks to his audience, tj^ne 18, 1936.) 



tight bindim 









(lays later foXind Mr. Aberharl still trying, unsuccessfully, to'Vsell his 
scrip plan to Alberta cities. Members of Alberta’s city councils were 
inkly skeptical of the plan and Mr. Aberhart’s answers to ntyuerous ejues- 
>ns were not exactly enlightening. He maintained that it was all very 
nple and Mr. Cameron attempted to assist with the above explanation of 
rpetual motion. ■ (June 27, 1936.) 


TIGHT UNDING 





The minister decIared-Hhe government would proceed very' carefully with -the issue of certihcates Ucnp; 

'■the worst enemies of the .plan were not those who .opposed it, but those who wanted the government to gc 
> I too fast with it,” he declared. 


M r ABERHART’S appareiu reluctance to proceed with the scrip plan hro'u.s^ht back tc 
the cartoonist’s mind the old-time diving-girl who used to travel the country fairs with 
her high diving act. Sometimes the diver used to teeter on the board for a considerable 
time before finally taking the plunge. “Don’t -rush me,’’ the premier said. -.;(;july 4, 1936.) 









AXBEKTA newspapers freely criticized the record of the government at 
the tnd of its first year in office. Mr. Aberhart finally announced that 
l^wa^oing to consider press licensing legislation. To the cartoonist it 
appearfed as if Mr. Aberhart were under the impression that he was back-^n 
his school room and that he was going to punish little Johnny for drawing 
him too true to li'fd.A' (October 6, 1936.) 







TI6HT BIHIIMii 











(preparing 


his act) : "I don’t belie 


eve it, so I won’t comment,” 

A LARMED by reports that the government thought of attaching tank 
accounts and securities, Albertans began to transfer their bank accounts 
and securities to other provinces. “ItIsn’t true,’’ Mr. Aberhart said. Several 
days later he admitted that there had been a flight of capital from the prov¬ 
ince but blamed the newspapers for it. Hence the cartoonist’s revival of the 
old story about the ostrich hiding his head in the sand. (October 10, 1936.) 





D oomed to.failure. ei;eia^l5tiiore it was launched,the refusal of whole- 
salers and retailers do accept the certificates^,, the government’s scrip 
scheme began to hit a new low. 4( -The Premier chid his followers for refus- - 
ing to ^accept 'scrip. Ihe plight of the.bologna merchkht who traded his 
bologna sandwldtps for hologna^dollars onlyHo find out that he could not 
purchase rievy bologna with, the certi.&ates, is depicted by the cartoonist. ■ The' 
situation became so serious that Mlr^Aberhart i|iti'ipated at Coronation that 
he might have to throw up his handglffmore c^^'^ation was not forthcom¬ 
ing. ■ (October 19, 1936.) ■ 





ALBERTA ‘1;AK^S HER MEDICINE 



Aberhart and his cohorts were telling the people of Alberta 
about the prosperity which would come to the province with the im¬ 
plementation of “social credit’; promises, Alberta’s unemployment totals- 
climbed steadil}’. A new high in unemployment, was reached in the' winter 
of 1936. Prompted by concern over the .jobless relief situation, “Social 
Credit’’ party splits were reported from various points. The government’s 
answer to increasing unemployment was sftll more speeches. (October 21, 
1936.) ■ r’ . o 











MOTHER KNOWl'l^ST^ 



P REMIER ABERHART’S Sunday broadcasts from the C^gary Prophetic 
Bible Institute continued during the year. Hardly a Sunday passed with¬ 
out the Premier lecturing some section of the community ipr failing to 
co-operate with the government.. Bondholders, newspapers, wholesalers, 
retailers, mortgage companies, farmers and, even the churches came in for 
a share of the Premier’s verbal onslaught. To the cartoonist it was just 
anoth#- case of “Mother Knows Best.’’ (October 23, 1936.) 






JVJ R. ABERHART’S conviction that all those who -are not in favor of 
i Vi ‘ Social Cre^dilT' Government policfes are “viciously” against them is 
reflected in the cSppon-above. - Here the cartoonist .places the TremieHn"the 
role of the-accuser, prosecutor, judge, court reporter, court orderlies, and the 
^ tne<yerdi_ct? — Eminently just, and satisfactory! (October 29, 









. Alrerta to Calgary: “Would you kindly stop following me yound?” 


A LBERTA’S credit in the financial world slowly crumpled as bond issue ' 
after pond issue was allowed to default. Alberta cities also faced ‘ 
financial difficulties.and for a time Calgary and Edrnonton seemed compelled. 
to_follow the, province around in a blind circle. ‘‘The whimsical aspect of this ' 
situation was seen by thfe cartoonist, and- Calgarians laughed despite the 
seriousness of the situation. (October 30, 1936.) 









THE NEW ECONOMICS — OR ONWARD AND UPWARD 



- pjiOiM.the months of April to November, 1936, the Premier and his sov- 
eminent tyaveled the circular road from default to default. He criticized 
Tf government’s aid when bond 

fabhf,?'“W i ^reak-down of real credit in April. In July he told the 
additio’al ^ the banks” — the “^crip” issue would provide 

add tional purchasing power. He blamed the banks afresh when the scrip 
venture failed and then pleaded-with the Bank of Canada for flloan^wheh 
another bond default loomed in November. In December there wak less pros- 
rNkXr" w 36 j “ Christmas as J,ai. been freely 1 promised: ^ 





THE SHOWDOWN 


\ 



M r. ABERHART’S sham battle with the bond holders and the mortgage 
/companies, and his scrip campaign overshadowed the unemployment 
situation for a time. But one day the unemployed decided that it was time 
for a “showdown.” They invaded the Calgary Prophetic Bible Institute on 
..Sunday, August 8, and listened to Mr. Aberhart acknowledge their presence 
-i- and /promise increased assistance. The Premier was' provided with a police 

_escort when he left the building'. The cartoonist apparently felt that the 

government was caught with a pair of deuces. (November 12, 1936.^ 








" ■■ t ' 


THE RECOVERY STAKES 



KIr. AliF.RHAKT (in last Sunday’s broadcast) : “Vou know as well as I do that I never asked- 
or desired to be appointed Premier of this province.” 

■'^HILE All3ertaAv:asJloumlering, other provinces of Canada were forging 
ahead^ To the cartoonist it seemed just another case of one of the 
favorites-being “left, at tlie post” in the Recovery Stake's. The horse wanted 
to tilart but the inexperienced jockey couldn’t. Said Mr. Aberhart in explain¬ 
ing his predicament, “You know as well as I do that I never asked or desired 
„lo be appointed Premier of this province.” (November 14, 1936.) 




with 


F aithful party followers were given another shock during Ghristmas 
week when Mr.l Aberhart entrained for Vancouver for a holiday without 
making anv annouricement concerning long promised dividends. In July 
Mr. Aberhart had iaid: “WouldiFt it be lovely if we could pay dividends 
at the end of twelve months'?” In December he had stopped talking on the 
subject, and all in all the cartoonist foresaw an empty Christmas stocking for 
the rank and file of'the “Social Credit” Party. (December 22, 1936.) 


TliHT BINBIM 







VJ^RANGLES with his cabinet ministers, incipient revolt in the ranks of 
his followers, and clashes between John Hargrave, volunteer adviser 
to the provincial government, and'Major C. H. Douglas, founder of “Social 
Credit,” were at this time causing the Premier grave concern. It appeared 
to the cartoonist that Mr. Aberhart was about to. go over the hurdles and he 
aptly equipped the weighty Premier with very slender support. The govem- 
. nient, leader was feeling a little sorry for himself, he had murmured over the 
air about the ^ilure of the Alberta newspapers to wish him a , “Merry 
Christmas,” ano^e told his followers at this time, “It is simply one awful 
thing after another.” (January 7, 1937.) ' 



Auerhart: ‘Do you expect me to make a statement on a rumor such as that?” 


T hough it was known to the newspapers on December 20 that Hon. C. 

C'Ttoss, one of the ablest Ministers in Mr. Aberhart’s cabinet, had placed 
his resignation in the hands of the Premier, the latter declined to acknowledge 
the fact.- He was then holidaying 'at Vancouver, the Minister’s resignation 
reposing in his pocket. Nevertheless, when pressed for a statement by the 
newspapers, he replied: “Do you expect me to make a,statement on a rumor 
such as that ?’’ Three weeks later Mr. Ross’s resignation was such an open 
secret that ohly the Premier seemed unaware of it. (January 15, 1937.) 





■Mr. Bo.nrk : ‘‘Now Profe.ssul). can you tell me the flffFunceAetween producin’ fo’ profit an' • 
' .. existin’ for dividends?” ’ . <=. 

Pkqr. Orthodox ANON-fMous '(Absent-mindedly).; “At least two years.” , 

^ ^ ’ / ■ 

O InE of the most ingenious bits of government, propaganda vvas;a series 
of discussions at the Propiietic Bible Institute between the Premier and 
an unnamed “stooge” called Professor Orthodox Anonymous, in'"which .the 
Premier'always bested the arguments of the professor \ifithf.his'devastating 
'.wit. At this date, .however, the Premier was not quite so aimble in explain¬ 
ing why his government had -failed to implement its 'pre-election. promises,. 
The government should be given at least two years-before-being xrittcizfed,'' 
he pleaded. (January 18, 1937.) ' , ' 







/^N January 25, John Hargrave, government advisor from London, con- 
cKicfed he could no longer get along with his “Social Credit” colleagues 
and resigned. Mr. Hargrave was jjainfully outspoken in his denunciation of 
government'.policies, and on his departure declared; “I’ve lost all confidence 
in this government, operating as it does in starts, stops and reversals.” There 
yvas more than a suggestipn-that many “social ,credifers” shared Mr. Har¬ 
grave’s opinion. Hence''the query of the party in the car “Hey, there,’ 
chief, what are we supposed to do?” (January 26.''1937.) 







jWI R. HARGRAVE’S abrupt departure had many repercussions, notably 
u government follpWers. The sad dilemma of the government, 

which had quarreled with its expert, appealed to the cartoonist. He also, 
recalled, Mr. Aberhart’s statement of August 15, 1935: “You don’t have to 
know all about ‘Social Credit’ before vote for it. You don’t have to 
understand electricity to make use of.Oor you know that experts have put- 

Sn T""" I” ^1! button and you get light, 

p’lf CredU’'^|s to cast your ballot for it, and 

we II get experts to put the system in.’’. (January 30 , 1937 .) . 



N ot long after Hargrave resignecTas “^cial Credit ’ adviser and Hon. 

C. C. Ross quit the cabinet ranks, Hoh. Charles Cockroft, provincial 
treasurer, followed their example, resignin|; on January 29, 1937. The 
Premier continued to talk of “co-operation” jand assured his followers that 
harmony prevailed in tbe ranks of the government. These protestations con¬ 
trasted oddly with the now frequent, desertions, from the “Social Credit,” 


bandwagon. (February 1, 1937.) 




POVERTY IN THE MIDST OF PLENTY 



HE phrase “Pover^ty in the midst of plenty,” was frequently on the 
. Premier’s tpngue during his election campaign and its repetition was 
calculated tO’ convince the woters, particularly those in the drouth areas, of 
their sad plight. In the winter of'-193^-37 an accute shortage of cattle fodder 
. in the drouth area caused the, death of hundreds of animals. At the same 
time an abundance of feed stood waiting for a market in the north and 
central sectipns of the province. Bunglfng and delay in administration of the 
.free freight plan was held largely resp^onsible for .the tragedy.(February 







DON QUIXOTE RIDES AGAIN 



P REMIER ABERHARTiS tilts at’ the “mon^y barons”'w ere-later to 
develop into legislation designed to cripple the financial institutions of the 
province and gave grave concern to thousands of small investors throughout 
Canada who had put their faith and cash in Alb^^ta’s.investments. Bpt the 
British North America Act proved a bulwark agairftf amateui<-\l‘ebt legislation. 
Court ^fter court declared government debt legislation in^Klld or unconstifu^ 
tional with the result that ‘tDon^Qiiixote” Aberhart'ceased to tilt at windmills 
and turned his blunted lance, against the Federal constitution,with , the results 
pictured above. . (February 27, 1937:) • - .. ■ ; 



, TH^ GREAT FIGHT FOR ECOHOMIC FREEDOM 



5,1r. AsERHAgT (standing on his own foot): “^Opposition and blocking.tactics have been 
even more determined than we had anticipated” 


QN April 30, 1937, the Premier came- dyectedly to his followers and admitted his failure 
Jir promised dividends of $25 per month after holding office for-a year and a, 

half. At the same time he refused to resign. Instead, he asked his followers to telhhim by 
June of the same year what course he should follow.' He placed the blame for his failure on 
his opponents and declared; . “Opposition and Wdeking tactis have been even more deter- 
mmed that we had anticipated.” The cartoonist thought he knew where the opposition lay 
and he illustrated his point clearly. This cartoon caught the' interest of many outside the r 
province and was reproduced in the New. York Times. (March 1, 1937.) . 



B y March^ f93^ \yearied of continued insurgency in the^oyemment ranks, 
unkind suggestions from former followers and an'unad^^ted but^obvious 
futility of purpose, the Premier yearned to “get away from it all,” and cast 
his eyes longingly toward London, home of the Sage oi Fig Tree Court. 
The “Coronation” was approaching, and what more fitting than that Alberta’s 
Premier should represent the province ? So tentative steamship reservations 
were made at Edmonton on February 24, lliere, was need, of course, for 
travelling, expenses, .since a Prerhier could not belittle the province by paying 
his way out of his own pocket. (March 6, 1937.)\ 


TltMT BIHBII^ 






THE ULTIMATE CONSUMER 

..'Or, “A Free Trip to-Europe.” 

T he Premier’s ambitions fqr. a 
jaunt over to the “Coronatj(:m” 
met with a chilly reception from his 
insurgent followers and a large sec- 
tibn of the public. He. was unwill¬ 
ing to give up the trip and continued 
to harbor the id^a.-in spite of plain- 
spoken criticism. was successful 
in having a party caucus name him 
to .represent the province when it 
met, Marcli' 10, but within a day or 
two there were hints that the matter 
would be debated on the floor of the 
Legislature. Questioned by news- 
papjermen, the Premier declined to 
make a statement. This cartoon 
'clarified the situation. '(March 13, 
|937'.) 


> 


March -1937 



The Preacher: “Now 1 bet some of you sang that verse without thmking of one blessing 
you’ve got to ’be thankful for.” 


A pparently undisturbed by. cntidstn of his Coronation tour, the 
Premier continued to ignore comments of both press and public. On 
March 13 it was learned that the ' governm.ent intended to increase^ the 
Premier’s expense allowance by $2,500, presumably to oj^^eiNcost of a tri^ to 
England. Several rebellious “Social Credit” groups m the /province openly 
condemned this move. . On March 16 it was announced tllat the Premier 
would sail on April 28. On the previous Sunday afternoon he remarked to 
his" followers at the Prophetic Bible Institute: “Now I bet some of you sang 
that verse without thinking of one blessing you’ve got fo be thankful for. ’ 
(March 17, 1937.) V 





<«C OCIAL CREDIT” still unrealized, thA go 
'►D as formerly, on the despised “orthodm” 
for additional new taxes. ■ The plight of the 
cartoonist’s imagination. • (March 20, 1937. X 


vernment was now proceejding, 
lines and the budget provided 
unhappy taxpayer caught, the 











' Admiral Horatio Aberhart; “I do not see any dog. {The Premier in the course of 
last Sunday’s broadcast stated'. "As long as the majority say 'carry on’ I’ll face the foe. 
Probably like Admiral Nelson I shall put my telescope to my blind eye, as it were/’ etc., etc.) 


P UBLIC opposition to. Aberhart policies was now becoming more vocal but 
the leader declined to take the hint. On Sunday, March 21, he said at 
the Prophetic Bible Institute: “As long as the majority say ‘carry on’ I’ll face 
the foe. Probably like Admiral Nelson I shall put my telescope to my blind 
eye, as it were * * *.’’ (March 23, 1937.) 









J’SURGENCY was at its height by the end of March, the rebels going so 
far as fo defeat the government on March 25 by voting down a proposal 
continue the budget debate. The government was forced to capitulate two 
ys later, suspending the budget and substituting for it provisional estimates. 


The Premier was’ forced to play his trump card, threat of resignation if the 


government were defeated on the budget vote. This seemed-to have little 
effect on the insurgents, who were then gaining strength with a,t^ajority of 
the party behind them. There was open talk of'jettisoning AberharLand 


setting up a new cabinet. Continuing in nautical vein, the cartoonist depicted 


the plight of the government leader. (March 27., 1937.) 




The Lucky Man: “I do.” 


D etermined ,to halt the Premier’^ drift away ff.om “Social Credit,” 
the insurgents drew, up a plan of their o\vn which included dividends for 
consumers and interest free' loans. With the constant threat of defeat in the 
House before him, the Premier, on March 30, introduced.a bill to impleipjnt' 
the “Social Credit” program, providing for appointment of a cdmm^tee of 
five with power to name Douglas mentor if necessary, -tl^ngly or not, the 
Premier was wedded to “Social Credit” and the’ insurgents laicl down their 
^rms, passing the provisional estimates after hois'ting the birdget for 90 days. 
(April 2, 1937.) , ' - 








TEACHING HER HOW TO CO-OPERATE 



Social Credit Members of the Legislature on Friday approved Mr. Aberhart’s suggestion that 
the pay of M.L.A.’s should be increased- to $2,000 a year. 


T H-E government having become one big, happy family again, the. “Social 
Credit”-members now turned to.realization of more-practical “dividends” 
and on April 2 voted' theriiselves an additional $200 indemnity, raising their 
pay from $1,800 to $2,000. \Vhat connection the pay boost had with the 
sudden collapse of rebellion' remained unexplained. The taxpayers prepared 
themselves for another milking. (April 3, 1937.) , 



Mr: Aberhart (quicklj) :. “I never said I was going'to the Coronation. 

P RODDED by the insurgents and the press, the Premier (reluctantly?) 

gave up his “Coronation’' jaunt and. by April 5 it was definitely abam 
doned. “I never said I was going to the ‘Coronation’,’’ was his quick ex¬ 
planation to the-House, (April 7, 1937.) 



T hough (he stage was now set -for an “advance” toward realization bt 
“Social Credit,” .and'insurgent attacks were daily becoming more feeble, 
there was little indication that the Premier either had a: plan or hopedHo 
evolve one. The cartoonist thought he discerned the government’s line of 


A'larch. (April 9., 1937.) 





After three weeks’ rapid manoetivrinir, Premier Aberhart has successfully was 
hands of the, 1935 election promises. Five of his supporters in the House have been 
with tbc_ responsibility of discovering “c.vperts” who can make Social Credit work in , 
Social Credit is thus ostensibly "out of politjes,” and for the present.the Premier sti 


A dapting the famous “Punch” tartoon to the Alberta sitmtio 
cartoonist returns to his nautical analogy. seenfmgly co 

over the spelling of the word “Pilot.” (April 10, .1937r) 


TIGHT BINGING 


A POLITICAL PHENOMENON 



With acknowledgments to J. H. G ., 


■y HE Premier s ability to muster support for his government.in the House 
A while assailed by a large proportion of the rank and file astounded many 
insurgents. They failed to realize quite what had happened to their plans 
for a new government, fully sympathetic to “Social Credit”’aims as pro- 
pounded by them. Phe legislature was adjourned, April 14 until June 10, 
TApril unseating him. 











"For of all sad words of tongue or pen, 

The saddest are these; it might have been.”— IVhittiir. 

E choes of the proposed “Coronation” trip were heard on April 22 and 
again on April 24. On the first date Hon. W. A.j Fallow informed a 
meeting at High River that he had made the arrangernents for Aberhart's 
trip and that the Premier had offered to pay his own exp^enses. But'on April 
,24 A. J. Hooke.M.L.A., declared, at Red Deer, that only twenty-seven party 
memlters were present at the caupus which authorized the excursion. There 
was a gaieral feeling that the Premier was chagrined by cancelktipn of his 
plans. The cartoonist recalls the lines of Whittier: , 

“For of all the sad words of tongue or pen, 

■ - _.The saddest are these; it might have been.” 





\ 


IN LOOKING GLASS LANb 



IVith afiologies io Tiveediedum and Twecdlcdcc. 

Tweedledum and Tweedledce Just then flew dbwn a monstrous crow. 

Agreed to have a battle; ' As black as a tar-barrcI; 

For Tweedledum said Tweedlcdee Which frightened both the heroes so 

Had spoiled his nice new rattle. • They quite forgot their quarrel. 

A LTERCATiONS between Aberltart ahd Douglas at this time further 
' complicated the provincial picture. The cartoonist, “with apologies to' 
Tweedledum and Tweedledee,” called upon the rhyme to illustrate the im¬ 
portance of the battle. (May 1, 1937.) ' 




TrMSuRRECTION was still rampant among “Social Credit” M.L.A.’s, 
^ despite the Premier s pleadings that they should be good boys and stop open¬ 
ing their ranks to “the enemy.” Details of the deals in caucus were brought 
to light by insurgent members in a series of public addresses. Goaded by the 
insu^ents the Premier announced he would “stick to his, guns” and only rive 
up office when he was kicked out. (May 8, 1937 ) 






Premie^Aperh'Xrt: “Fortunately during my youth I developed an iron constitution and 
^ t . -theTude of a rhinoceros." 



TIGHT BINDING 



Insurgents (in chorus) : Hcs ciead but he wonflic down. . -• 

C irculation oI a questionnaire among party members to ascertain if 
they wished Al)erhart to resign as Premier intensified the struggle, and 
I'lis opponents were moyed 'to believe that the Premier's term'of office would 
be short. However MrAAberharl clungHo office... (May 22, 1937.) 













AIr. Aherhaut (last Sunday) ; ''Sometimes a pretty bad mess comes out as an act of 
Divine Providence to speed us on our way." 


P ARL\' in June J, J. Bowlen, M.L.A., of Calgary, iTioved for an inquiry 
*—< into the cost of road construction carried on by the government. The 
Premier and his calhnet at firsttrejected the Calgary member’s request but 
later capitulated. Doftrig an address in the Prophetic Bible- Institute the 
Premier rernarked: “Sometimes a pretty bad mess comes out as an act of 
Di\ ine Providence to speed us on our way.’’ The cartoonist caught the point. 
(June 23i 1937.), . 














But what tug promises you’make, Grandmamma 


O STENSlfel^Y with the intention-of making a settlement with 'holders of 
Albertals defaulted, bonds,' an effopt-was made by the government to 
have bondholders registered. The bondholders were apathetic toward the 
idea, fearing even more drastic government action. The cartoonist’s mind 
harked back tb “Little Red Riding Hood.” (July 21, 1937.)' . , 



A S It, became more apparent that “Social Credit” was to 
CA be slow of realization,' the Premier began to cast about 
for deputies to take the shock when his unfulfilled promises 
began to return to him., First it was the “Social 'Credit” 
Board, then Major Douglas, and, when these in turn had' 
fled the field, tlf^ bankers who were roundly berated on 
ewry occasion for not “co-operating” with the government 
(July 28, 1937.) ' ■ 









\ 


THE GUARDIAN OF THE TEMPLE 



' Session of the Legislahm 

orae to wren fLo^^o the Opposition as “Hitler legislation,” a general wave of uneasiness be 

of banks fronr acces^ro Prov.ince. Ibclucled in the number was a bill to bar unlicensed emploveci 
Canola UK . Tins measure evoked strong protest from thef^^Jess i. 

o t?e n m e and n the civinibertiei 

that hirS'inmlrh^^ / r '‘'i^'thorities. Mr. Aberhart defended it on fh"e grounc 

937 ) "tistody of property and civil rights within the Province. (Au^st 7 



T hat Major RoUglas,' priest c 

attempt to make the bahksWry to do what (he 'governihent obvi/usiy 
could not do was the common belief. The bank legislation b^ckfiredylmdly. 
just as'some of the Premier’s own Ministers,had predicted, | (Au^ost) II, 
1937.) , '' . 




Or come forth -raliantly, and face 
The jays in deadly fight.— , 

Fdf-th looked in wrath the’^caglc; 

Ahd carrion-kite, and jay. 

Soon as they saw his belk and claw, 

Fled screaming far away.” - 

—Prom "^acaulay’s "'Battle of Lake Rcgiiliis.” 

T he Federal Governinent, guardian of the civil Ifbe’rties of all Canadians, 

soon realized the dictatorial import of the new “Social Cfredit”Jegislation.' , 
The Ottawa government recjuested the provincial government to delay action 
"until validity of the acts could be determined. This was construed as hostility 
b>- the Premier and his followers, were urged-Ho->,f;‘bombard” .Ottawa with 
telegrams, protesting against Federal “inter,fer^ce.” (August id, il937.) 


.-.Then spake the Consul .-\ulus, 
' He spake a bitter jest: 

“Once the jay sent a message 
Ihito the eagle’s nest:— 

X’ow yield thou up thine eyrie 
Unto the carrion-kite,, ^ 






THE SAME QLD CARROT 



T he Premier professed himself “dumbfounded” at the'-'r,equest of the 

federal Government for a courtjtest of the validity-o^f-hisdegislatioji^The ^ 

old, and by now sornewhat overworked slogan “The will of the people,” \yasr 
trotted out but it had lost its flavor. The people of Alberta refused to rouse 
themselves against tlie^Federal Government:. (August 17, 1937.) ■ , 













R efusing to be party to legislation which he knew was not within powers 
of the provincial legislature, Attorney-General John W. Hugill, of Cal¬ 
gary, resigned his office. On September 23 he renounced his pledges to the 
government and stated he would go into opposition. The Premier’s punish¬ 


ment of his former cabinet colleague had failed to silence him. (September 





L ate in September a press licensing bill was before a caucus, of “Social 
Credit” members. Some weeks previousl}- the Premier had' delivered 
himselfj.of the considered opinion: “Some o'f these days these creatures with 
mental^ hydrophobia will be taken in hand and their bi'tihg an'd- Isarking will 
cease.” (October 2, 1937.) 


V- 

TIGHrliNDiiNG 




double, toil and TROUBLE; FIRE BURN 
AND CAULDRON BUBBLE." 



A t the'end of the first, two years of the “Social Credit’’ Government’ 
regime, there was stilhno “Social Credit” in sight. Dividends had no 
been paid'arid unemployment was increasing steadily. Conditions through 
out the fjrovince were very unsettled. ' Heartily. dissatisfied with Premie 
Aberhart's-orecord, his constituents in the High River-Okotoks disfrict in 
stituted recall proceedings against him. Simultaneously a meeting-at Mill 
River demanded a provincial election. Mr. Aberhart found himself muci 
in the plight of Shakespeare’s unhappy A'lacbeth who entered the witdi’s cavi 
only to hear her foretell his ultimate doom. (October'9, 1937.) 





A LITTLE INTERRUPTION 



T he Alberta. Legislature \v;is..^n special session’ during October, 193?, when pamphlets, 
headed “Bankers’ Toadies’’ appeared on the desks of soriie of the members of the 
Conservative and Liberal^ Opposition. The opposition demanded an .incjuiry by the House, 
but the government party voted the proppsal down. Individuals nai-ned-Cjn the pamphlets 
decideci to take_ legal 'action, .and on October 6, G. F. Powell, British “Sofcial^Credit” ex- 
jiert, and J. H. Unltin, “Social Credit” M.L.A. for Edson and partf whip, were^arresfed 
on charges of crimfnal. libel an d co unselling tojmurder. From far-off London; jEh^and, 
.Major C. H. Douglas warned that “trouble’OoWOuld follow the arrest of hite personal envoy,^ 
■ Mr. Powell.^ Powell and'Unwin were subsequently convicted and imprisoned. (October 
16,1937.) A. ■ , ., 






